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HOME REPAIR WOES 


By Joseph L. Groski 


Niagora Falls, N. Y. 


A® INVENTORY of an average tool box 
would reveal one or more tools that 
look like this: 

A bent screwdriver. It bent when you 
used it as a crowbar. 

A knife with a broken blade. The 
blade broke when you used it as a screw- 
driver. 

Several odd size open-end wrenches. 
Odd size because you either tried to 
grind the jaws bigger and wound up with 
something that fits nothing, or else you 
tried pounding the jaws together and 
ended up with a wrench that is just fine 
for tightening up pear shaped nuts. 

A piece of string 11 inches long. 
This is used for measuring jobs where 
you like to add another inch for good 
measure. Using this method, you satisfy 
your desire to be on the safe side and 
still come out right the first time. 

A hammer. With one or both claws 
broken off, a mushroom head, and a 
split handle, this makes a dandy antique 
door stop. 

A handful of bent, rusty nails and 
screws. These are to be transferred to the 
fishing tackle box to be used as sinkers. 

A brand new set of miniature socket 
wrenches. These you bought for $.98 


and used only once. Since then, the bolts 
that they fit haven’t loosened up. 


A broken pencil stub. It’s being kept 
in reserve for marking a point or a line 
when the point on the spike that you 
usually use wears down. You would 
sharpen the pencil if you could find 
where your wife put the wood chisel. 


A variety of miscellaneous items. 
Such as an empty oil can, an unidenti- 
fiable “thingamabob” that just might fit 
somewhere, and a beer can opener in 
excellent condition. 


Armed with a set of tools such as I 
have just mentioned, we Amateur Con- 
tractors are ready to undertake any re- 
pair job whatsoever. We tape a frayed 
wire instead of replacing it. What we 
can’t nail down we glue down, what we 
can’t saw off we break off, and what we 
can’t fix we set aside for another day. 
Many of our repairs are temporary and 
usually quite unsafe. They are temporary 
until we can get better or proper tools, 
which we never seem to do. 


If you want to do a better job in less 
time and in a safe way, then replace 
your worn out tools. Do it today because 
tomorrow is the day the cupboard doors 
are scheduled to stick. 

















Injury reports are basic to 


ILLINOIS 
BELL’S 
PROGRAM 


By C. F. Curtiss 


Supervisor Training and Safety Education 
Chicago Area, Plant Department 
Illinois Bell Telephone Company 


AS OFF-THE-JOB safety program? Of course! 

A program aimed at eliminating off- 
the-job accidents takes in two of the prime 
aims of any safety program. It fulfills the 
humane duty of working to reduce needless 
suffering and, obviously, it has its effect on 
the business’s production hours. But safety 
people will agree that this safety program— 
as with all—must have the enthusiastic sup- 
port of the highest members of management. 


This is a report of the Plant Department 
(maintenance, construction and installation) 
of Illinois Bell Telephone Company’s Chi- 
cago Area, which is one of the company’s 
two operating areas. 

Safety training in the Plant Department 
(on-the-job safety as well as off-the-job) is 
the responsibility of every first line super- 
visor. There are 715 first line supervisors 
in the six major divisions and staffs of the 
Chicago Area Plant Department plus a small 
general plant personnel staff group. 


Safety meetings of supervisors and their 
employees are held whenever considered 
necessary, but at least monthly, with every 
third meeting devoted to off-the-job activi- 
ties. The small divisional and general plant 
personnel safety staffs meet monthly as a 
group. This committee reviews unusual acci- 
dents, previews films, discusses trends, deter- 
mines poster design and generally plans the 
on- and off-the-job safety programs. 

The Chicago Area Plant Department has 
had an off-the-job safety program for ten 
years. This year’s activity is part of a long 
range program. A pattern is followed which 
is subject to change on the basis of experi- 
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ence and of ideas gathered from the Na- 
tional Safety Council, the A. T. & T. Co. 
and any and all sources of information. 
Studies of off-the-job accidents have been 
made since 1943. Summaries are distributed 
quarterly to the supervisory force. These 
summaries are used by all supervisors in 
their safety meetings with employees. 
Off-the-job accidents are reported in m | 
actly the same way as accidents occurring 
on the job. A running record of all off-duty 
accidents is kept. The information is the 
same as that shown on the quarterly nar- 
rative summaries (below) with the addition 
of names of employees, their work locations, 
service dates, and the duration of absences. 
Here’s how we summarize these injuries 
for the use of employees in employee meet- 
ings. Actually each case is listed in the 
report, but to conserve space we are showing 
only one case under each category below. 


Off-the-Job Lost Time Injuries—Men 
Cause Spring, 1953 Effect 


A. HOME (18 CASES—1i68 DAYS LOST TIME) 
Fell backward after stepping 


on toy —Fractured two ribs 
B. HIGHWAY (5 CASES—46 DAYS LOST TIME) 
Stepped in hole in 
pavement —Wrenched knee 
Cc. AUTO (8 CASES—62 DAYS LOST TIME) 
Struck parked car in effort : 
to avoid collision —Bruised nose and lip, 
cut finger 
D. SPORTS (8 CASES—!19 DAYS LOST TIME) 
Slipped playing baseball —Pulled muscle in knee 





TOTAL CASES—MEN 39 —295 DAYS LOST TIME 


The same type of sheet is prepared for 
injuries to women, with the following totals 
by types: Home, 9 cases, 89 days lost time; 
Highway, 1 case, 5 days lost time; Auto 2 
cases, 10 days lost time; Sports, 3 cases, 4 
days lost time; Total cases, women, 15; 
108 days lost time. 

Several times during the year calendar 
note pads and posters showing the mis- 
adventures of a cartoon character called 
Enos Better are devoted to off-the-job sub- 
ject material. Nine thousand copies of the 
pads and 400 copies of the posters are 
distributed throughout the area. 


From time to time special bulletins are 
published and distributed to the 7,200 plan 
employees. These contain seasonal sugges- 
tions and warnings. 

Approximately 750 bulletins are distrib- 
uted with the quarterly summaries, based 
on the accident experience of the same 
period during the preceding year. About 
7,400 copies of a Happy Vacation card were 
signed by supervisors and given to all plant 
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employees as they left for their vacations. 
About 500 safety posters from the A. T. & T. 
Company are distributed monthly. At times 
these depict off-the-job subjects. 

Eighty copies of the National Safety Coun- 
cil publication, THE INDUSTRIAL SUPER- 
VISOR, are passed around among the super- 
visory force. This magazine occasionally 
includes off-the-job material. 

Other NSC pamphlets are purchased for 
distribution or as a source of ideas. For 
example, The Fall Guy, Steps to Safety, 
Safety Round the Clock, and Safe at Home. 

About 500 posters and promotional litera- 
ture are distributed each year for Fire Pre- 
vention Week. These are secured from the 
Greater Chicago Safety Council. 

Employees interested in Boy Scout and 
other civic activities are provided with 
posters and other material on request. 

Many of our safety training films are 
equally applicable to on- or off-the-job 
themes; for example, the Ford Series, “Park- 
ing the Car,” “Driving at Night,” “Driving 
under Adverse Conditions,” ete. All plant 
employees view these films during the year. 

General interest films are shown occasion- 

ally in place of the usual training films. 
@- Case of Tommy Tucker,” “Safe as You 
hink,” “The Miracle of Paradise Valley,” 
“Home Safe Home,” “Crimes of Careless- 
ness,” “Arid Then There Were Four,” “A 
Closed Book,” and other films have been 
viewed by our employees. 

Red Cross First Aid Training is given to 
each craftsman and reviewed every five 
years. The Red Cross textbook is taken 
home by the employee for reference and use. 

The effectiveness of such an intangible 
thing as a safety program is difficult to evalu- 
ate. Statistically, our accident trend is down- 
ward even though the hazards of everyday 
life are continually increasing. 


Off-the-Job Lost Time Injuries 
Cases per 1,000 Plant Employees 


en & 
Year Men Women Women 
1947 40 él 42 
1948 43 62 46 
1949 36 88 43 
1950 38 76 43 
1951 34 60 37 
1952 34 64 37 
1953 27 50 30 
1954 (6 Mos.) Tr 25 13 


Days Lost per 1,000 Plant Employees 


Men & 
Year Men Women Women 
1947 692 1,180 758 
1948 50! 1,222 599 
1949 356 1,108 455 
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1950 389 1,176 469 


1951 421 620 458 
1952 284 683 339 
1953 205 380 283 
1954 (6 Mos.) 124 304 150 


Employee interest is increasing and _ is 
manifested by requests for assistance in their 
civic and outside organizational safety pro- 
jects. It is usual for Boy Scout, civic, and 
church safety drives to be headed by tele- 
phone employees, known for their skill and 
knowledge in such matters. 


One tangible evidence of our success is 
the accident experience of the I.B.T. Base- 
ball league, an independent organization 
controlled by its members. At one time this 
league could have been correctly termed, 
“Operation Sprain and Broken Bones.” In 
recent years, however, the number of acci- 
dents is negligible, due to the continuous 
efforts of the league’s president, a rank and 
file plant employee, with the cooperation of 
the staff safety group which has provided 
material and ideas upon request. 


Chwcage Ares 
LOST TIME RECIDENT RESULTS 
1853 


< OFF THE JOB” VS “ON THE JOB’, 












a ‘ | 
i fe | 
205! | a |, & 
ACCIDENTS { j ACCIDENTS 
wis { a 4 : 
AZ | } 2, } 3 
i » i i* 
SIN 5 Wb te 
° 3 
ee ene yf ~~ _ -~ 
f r § | gy 
1568: a «| 
parsiost rime | 2 Sh | avs ust rome 
& a . 
fee y | jj - 
=F 8 = at 
[7 Rant wan? a . 2 M PRETTY 
}70 GO Tay | VB. conc 
Ta? acai’? Qe Dt an) au? 
= 7asi 3 \ 
—fO BA Need ps 


L____§ OUESS WE BOTH C4 


The above poster was utilized in the off-the-job 
safety program of Illinois Bell to point up the 
loss from off-the-job accidents. 





On the next two pages is the last 
half-year 1955 calendar. Lift it 

from this issue and tack it up on a 
your bulletin board at home. There's 

spcce in it for reminder notes. 











HOME SAFETY CALENDAR 19: 
1955 JULY 1955 nines 


SUN. | MON. | TUE. | WED. | THU. | FRI. | SAT. 


1| 2 
3; 4|} 5/ 6| 7} 8| 9 a 


10| 11 | 12 | 13 | 14) 15 | 16 
17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 | 23 
24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30 
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They're safer where it's guarded. KR S 





1955 SEPTEMBER 1955 


‘SUN. |MON.| TUE. | WED. | THU.| FRI. | SAT. 
1; 2) 3 

4| 5| 6| 7) 8| 9 1% 
11 | 12/13) 14) 15 | 16 | 17 
18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 | 23 | 24 
25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30 
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Drive carefully. Watch out for children. 





1955 NOVEMBER 1955 


SUN. MON.| TUE. | WED. | THU.| FRI. | SAT. } 
1; 2) 3| 4] 5 } 

6| 7! 8! 9/|10) 11 | 12 
13| 14) 15 | 16 | 17) 18 | 19 S 


20 | 21 | 22 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 
27 | 28 | 29 | 30 (? 
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Keep firearms locked up. 


NATIONAL SAFET 
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HOME SAFETY CALENDAR 


AUGUST 1955 
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SUN. |MON.| TUE. | WED. | THU. | FRI. | SAT. 


2| 3\ 4| slé6 
9/10/ 11/12/13 
16 | 17/18/19! 20 
23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 
30 | 31 

















Give pedestrians a break. 


FOR NOTES 
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1955 OCTOBER 1955 








SUN. |MON.| TUE. | WED. | THU. 


FRI. | SAT. 





2; 3| 4| 5 
9| 10/11) 12) 1 
16 | 17 | 18); 19 
23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 «29 
30 | 31 











Clear out the fire starters. 


Fire Prevention Week Oct. 9-15. 
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} SUN. | | MON. ; TUE. | WED. | THU. | | FRI. | SAT. 
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Give safe toys for Christmas. 
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] HEN OLDER BROTHERS and sisters go back 

to school in September, the younger 
ones are once more under mother’s wing. 
Kindergarteners are going to school—and 
crossing streets—for the first time by them- 
selves. Your program, therefore, could be 
directed to child pedestrian safety and pre- 
school child safety at home. 

PTA safety chairmen can find owt what 
sort of safety training is given in their 
school. Then, in the summer round-ups, 
parents could be given leaflets concerning 


pedestrian safety for kindergarteners as 
taught in their school. 
When doctors or health personnel in 


clinics see the parents at the influx of chil- 
dren having medical examinations before 
entering school, safety instruction can be 
included in the interview with parents. They 
can, also, be given leaflets on the subject. 


If it is not practical to purchase leaflets 
or have them printed, they could be mimeo- 
graphed. In this way the material in the 
leaflets could best fit your local situation. 

A PTA safety chairman and her committee 


could work up a brief set of “agree-disagree” 
questions on methods of preschool child 








CHILD SAFETY-- Back To School 


Program for September 


safety training to be used at a meeting which 
might start a healthy discussion on the sub- 
ject. Truly Yours can be purchased from 
NSC for distribution to mothers of pre- 
school children. 


Preschool child safety at home can be 
promoted also through medical societies, 
welfare organizations, health departments, 
women’s organizations, and via local pub- 
licity channels. 


Children make appealing picture stories 
for the women’s page of your local news- 
paper. Include something on poisons in the 
home, burns and scalds, cuts, electric shock, 
use of sidewalk vehicles, and preschool 
training in pedestrian traffic safety. 


Perhaps you could arrange for a radio 
interview with a preschool nursery teacher 
who could contrast what the nursery does 
to remove hazards with the hazards existent 
in the average home. 


If you'd like to start a continuing program 
on preschool child safety to reach parents 
and prospective parents, contact leaders of 
parent counseling and family study groups 
to suggest they include safety. Infant and 
preschool child safety could be included 
in high-school courses on family living and 
home economics. 


If there are radio programs on family 
guidance which originate in your commu- 
nity, perhaps they would welcome an inter- 
view with someone who is conversant with 
preschool child safety. 


The medical society might release a story 
on how to keep home poisons away from 
children and what to do if a child does 
consume poison. 


Some insurance companies publish leaf- 
lets on child safety. Consult your local 
insurance agents for more information in 
this. NSC publishes a Child Safety Program 
Package; Baby Sitters Safety Packet; two 
Operation Safety program kits, Child Safety 
and Child Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety; 
and various safety education data sheets 
which might be helpful in your program. 
For prices write the Council. 
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TV STARS JOIN 
NSC CAMPAIGN 


vou BALL and Desi Arnaz will spear- 

head the National Safety Council’s June 
television attack on the No. 2 enemy of 
safety—falls. 


The top TV team and their sponsor have 
produced and turned over to the National 
Safety Council a special 30-second TV spot, 
which the Council distributed late in May 
for June showings. 


Lucy’s appeal is for a home safety check 
for hazards such as cluttered stairs, spilled 
liquids, loose rugs and misplaced toys. Desi 
seconds the motion in the film by emphasiz- 
ing the Council’s theme, “Don’t let home be 
where the hurt is.” 


Abandoned Refrigerators 


Pennsylvania has joined the ranks of 
states that have passed legislation concerning 
abandoned iceboxes and refrigerators. On 
March 30, 1955, Governor George Leader 
signed the “Porcelain Coffin” bill, which 
was sponsored by the Health and Welfare 
Committee of the State Senate. 


The new law provides a $50 fine or 30 
days imprisonment, or both, for anyone 
convicted of abandoning a refrigerator with- 
out first removing hinges, locks, or doors. 


Twenty-one states have passed legislation 
on abandoned refrigerators. They a 
Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, Illi- 
nois, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Nevada, New Jer- 
sey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South 





Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and 
Wisconsin. 

The following cities have city ordinances: 
Birmingham and Montgomery, Ala.; New 
Haven, Conn.; Tallahassee and Jacksonville, 
Fla.; Macon, Ga.; Indianapolis, Ind.; Bur- 
lington, Ia.; Wichita, Kan.; Louisville, Ky.; 
Tacoma Park, Md.; Lansing, Benton Harbor, 
Big Rapids, and Berkeley, Mich.; Maple- 
wood and Kansas City, Mo.; Lincoln, Neb.; 
Nashua, N. H.; Morrisville and Trenton, 
N. J.; Olean, Buffalo, Malone, and Rochester, 
N. Y.; Toledo and Canton, Ohio; Norman 
and Oklahoma City, Okla.; Portland, Ore.; 
Providence, R. I.; Aberdeen, S. D.; Mem- 
phis and Jackson, Tenn.; Dallas and Hous- 
ton, Texas; Alexandria, Roanoke, Warwick, 
Norfolk, Richmond, Portsmouth, and Hamp- 
ton, Va.; Charleston, W. Va.; and Milwau- 
kee, Wis. 


1955 INVENTORY FORMS AVAILABLE 


Eight different Home Safety Program Sum- 
mary forms are now available. Select the 
one suitable for your type of organization 
and obtain it from your state collecting 
point. If you don’t know your state collect- 
ing point, write NSC. Here are the forms: 


Home Safety Program Summary— 


for local safety council, Form No. 1. 

for industrial off-the-job, Form No. 2. 
local health department, Form No. 3. 
other local organizations, Form No. 4. 
state health department, Form No. 6. 
state safety council, Form No. 7. 

other state organizations, Form No. 8. 
national organizations, Form No. 9. 





| If you want to submit a program summary for the 1955 Home Safety | 
Inventory, fill your summary form out July Ist and get it to your state 


collecting point by July 15. 


JUNE, 1955 
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Electrical Safety Products 


PUBLICATIONS 


Donald Duck’s Safety Book, by Annie 
North Bedford with pictures by The Walt 
Disney Studio, adapted by Manuel Gonzales 
and George Wheeler, is a Little Golden 
Book publication, Simon & Schuster. 


Donald Duck and his nephews are laid up 
from various home accidents. They decide 
to make some safety rules which include 


home, outdoor play, and pedestrian safety. 


The Kennecott Copper Corporation ‘has 
published The ABC of Home Wiring on 
adequate wiring which is available in quan- 
tities up to 50, free. It may be ordered from 
A. W. Franzheim, Cunningham & Walsh, 
Inc., 260 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 


Above, left: “Electr-A-Guards” (Texell 
Products Co., Houston, Texas), according to 
the manufacturer, fit tight enough so that 
children cannot open them, and are always 
handy te snap back into place when the 
plug is removed. 


Left, below: “No-Shok” Duplex Recep- 
tacles (Bell Electric Co., Chicago, Ill.) have, 
according to the manufacturer, a_ built-in 
rotary cap which automatically closes when 
the outlet is not in use which prevents 
children from inserting objects into current 
carrying parts and keeps those parts clean 
and shockproof. 


Above: “Mini-breaker” (Mechanical Prod- 
ucts, Inc., Jackson, Mich.), according to 
the manufacturer, interrupts a circuit when 
there is a direct “short” or a dangerous 
overload. When the circuit is cleared, a but- 
ton is pressed to restore electrical service. 


CONFERENCES 


June 7 and 8, The Connecticut Safety 
Society will conduct the tenth annual Indus- 
trial Safety Conference at the Hotel Statler, 
Hartford, Conn. On June 7th there will be 
a discussion on off-the-job safety, “After the 
Whistle Blows,” arranged by The Connecti- 
cut Safety Commission. 


During the 28th annual Maine State Safety 
Conference, September 15-16, at Marshall 
House, York Harbor, Maine, there will be a 
home safety section meeting. 


THE HOME SAFETY REVIEW is published monthly (except July and Ancust) by the National 
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